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Celebrating 20 years of sustainability across resort operations

Over the past 20 years, the ski industry has emerged as a leader in

sustainability. Resort operators like you chose to invest in the future of our
industry: greening your operations, shifting
to renewable energy, responding to
the science of climate change, and
advocating to your elected officials
for the future of our sport, our
communities and our planet. NSAA
has also evolved its sustainability programming, including a
revitalized and focused Sustainable Slopes program designed
to help ski areas plan, achieve and celebrate their sustainability
goals. In this Annual Report, we’ll highlight the successes of NSAA’s
sustainability efforts, celebrate the industry’s sustainability standouts
and look to what’s ahead for 2021.

Ski Area Pledge

The 2020 Revamp
Sustainable Slopes relaunched in
2020 with a more focused approach to
sustainability with an emphasis on climate
solutions. NSAA, with guidance from the
Environmental Committee, streamlined
this program to make it easier for ski
areas to address priorities throughout
their operation. Ski areas earn badges for
environmental accomplishments in each
topic area, which can be easily shared to
publicly demonstrate their commitment to
sustainable practices.

Ski areas demonstrate their
commitment to sustainability
with the Ski Area Pledge.

Skier Sustainability Code
For decades, ski areas have
educated their guests about a
shared responsibility for safety
with Your Responsibility Code.
Now, skiers and riders can share
in saving our snow by following
the Skier Sustainability Code.

Sustainable Slopes Grant Program
Since its inception in 2009, the Sustainable
Slopes Grant Program has awarded $148,500
in cash grants and $467,610 in in-kind grants,
for a total of $616,110 in support of resort
sustainability projects.
Three ski areas received grants in 2020:
Snowmaking Efficiency Grants ($50,110)
(in-kind; provided by HKD Snowmakers)
• Cochrans Ski Area, VT
• China Peak Mountain Resort, CA
Boyne Highlands

Special thanks to HKD Snowmakers
for their commitment to our industry,
awarding two snowmaking grants this year.

Project Grant ($5,000)
• Schweitzer Mountain Resort, ID:
in support of a plastic and waste
reduction program.

Mammoth

The Climate Action Program for Ski Areas
The Climate Challenge program provides technical support and a
public reporting platform for NSAA ski area members developing
carbon inventories, setting goals for carbon reduction, measuring
success in reducing their overall carbon footprint, and engaging policy makers on climate solutions. These
ski areas are leading the ski industry by addressing climate change head on and taking concrete action.
NSAA and Brendle Group made changes and improvements to the Climate Challenge this year, making
the tracking tool more user-friendly, clarifying inventory parameters and strengthening the advocacy
requirements for Challengers. Over 40 ski areas participated in 2019-20, with four additional resorts
joining for the season ahead: Boyne Highlands, MI; Schweitzer Mountain, ID; Sunday River, ME; and
Brighton Resort, UT.
Learn more and find current and historical Climate Challenge Annual Reports at nsaa.org/climatechallenge.

NSAA continues to work in collaboration with the
Outdoor Industry Association (OIA) and
Snowsports Industries America (SIA) on the
Outdoor Business Climate Partnership (OBCP).

I

The mission of the OBCP is to elevate the
business voice of the $887 billion outdoor industry
to drive bipartisan action on climate. The OBCP
is committed to depolarizing climate change by
working with both sides of the aisle on solutions,
including: a price on carbon; decarbonizing the
grid; advancing renewable energy; and promoting
nature-based carbon solutions.
OBCP is also working with its respective
memberships to bring about meaningful action to
reduce emissions associated with their operations.
Each of the three associations has established
their own climate solutions trail maps for their
members (NSAA: Climate Challenge; OIA: Climate
Action Corps; SIA: ClimateUnited).

n addition to working in
partnership with OIA and
SIA, NSAA continues to take
independent action on climate
change. NSAA endorsed the
bipartisan Energy Innovation and
Carbon Dividend Act (H.R. 763),
a bill that monetizes carbon and
applies market forces to help solve
climate change. While addressing
climate change will require many
different solutions, a price on
carbon seems to be one of the most
important pieces of the puzzle.
To date, six ski associations and
roughly 30 ski areas have endorsed
this legislation.

Events and Actions:
Fall 2019: Participated in the Congressional Ski and
Snowboard Caucus Climate Roundtable in Washington, D.C.,
and met with the founders of the Senate Bipartisan Climate
Caucus.
May 2020: Attended the virtual Ceres LEAD on Climate
education and advocacy event.
July 2020: Composed a supportive letter to the House
Select Committee on Climate Change upon the release of
their plan for bold action on climate solutions.
Fall 2020: Draft a Climate Change Briefing
highlighting what we would like to see achieved in
Washington in 2021 and beyond.

Citizens’ Climate Lobby
In January 2020, prior to the pandemic, NSAA donated $10,000 to Citizens’ Climate Lobby/Business
Climate Leaders, raising funds for the nonprofit by ditching the “swag bag” typically given away at the
National Convention. NSAA has partnered closely with CCL and its action group for over five years.
Their constructive, bipartisan approach to solving climate change aligns well with NSAA’s advocacy on
this critical topic.
For more information on CCL, visit citizensclimatelobby.org.

Sharing Warmth Around the Globe recycles retired uniform

pieces by delivering them to communities in need of warm
clothing. Since its inception, SWAG has donated over 300,000
winter garments to NGOs for distribution to over 30 countries
around the world.

In the 2019-20 season, 25 ski resorts and other mountain
organizations donated gently used uniform pieces to the program.
SWAG partnered with HELP International and Precept Ministries
International to distribute more than 8,300 pieces to individuals in
several Eastern European countries.
Learn how your ski area can participate at nsaa.org/SWAG.

NSAA announced this year’s winners of the Golden
Eagle Awards for Environmental Excellence during
a virtual ceremony in June 2020.
The Golden Eagle for Environmental Excellence:
Bridger Bowl Ski Area, MT
Climate Change Impact:
SilverStar Mountain Resort, British Columbia
Hero of Sustainability
Matt Robinson, Sun Valley Resort, ID
Innovation in Sustainability:
Crystal Mountain Resort, WA,
in collaboration with Muckleshoot Tribal School
and Enumclaw High School
Bridger Bowl Water Treatment

Applications for the 2021 Golden Eagle Awards will
be available on nsaa.org by February 1, 2021.

2020 has presented us with many challenges as a nation and as an industry. We have lived
through a shutdown of our industry, a daunting preview of what could happen if we don’t work
for climate solutions. Our industry demonstrated an unprecedented level of collaboration in
the face of a pandemic. Similarly, we must unite to face our industry’s next great challenge:
climate change.

Climate change is an environmental, economic and social crisis. It affects our industry and our
way of life, but it also intersects with food insecurity, natural disasters, changes in energy costs
and other impacts that can disproportionally affect marginalized communities. Going forward,
NSAA will look to broaden its partnerships and include multiple perspectives on climate
advocacy. We are certain that with more seats at the table, and more voices heard, we can
implement lasting and equitable climate change solutions.

